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Division 59:  Small Business Development Corporation, $8 736 000 - 
Mr McRae, Chairman. 

Mr Brown, Minister for Small Business. 

Mr B.L. Robertson, Taxation Liaison, Small Business Development Corporation. 

Mr S. Moir, Director, Business Facilitation Services, Small Business Development Corporation. 

Mr R.H. Buttsworth, Acting Director, Corporate Services. 

Ms M. Downie, Policy Adviser. 

Mr BARRON-SULLIVAN:  My question relates to a policy matter to which the minister will probably respond.  
On page 1045 the second significant issue and trend relates to the situation that confronts small businesses in a 
number of regional areas as a result of the drought in recent years, and the direct and indirect effects of the 
consequences of the impact of the drought on the farming community in particular.  It is good to see that the 
small business portfolio is keen to acknowledge that as a significant issue and trend.  With that in mind, is the 
minister aware that on Monday, the Queensland Government announced a financial assistance package for small 
businesses in exceptional circumstance areas?  Although one can always argue for more support, that is 
something that would be very much welcomed by WA’s small business community.  The package revolved 
essentially around an interest subsidy of $10 000 per annum on both new and existing commercial loans for 
small businesses in declared EC areas.  In view of the hardship that small business is confronting, and the fact 
that most of the attention is focused on the very genuine needs of the farming community and the serious 
situation it has confronted, is the minister prepared to go on record and say he will favourably consider a similar 
package in Western Australia? 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member knows, from the preamble given by the chair of each session, that questions are 
restricted to the matters that are required for a vote of appropriation. 

Mr BARRON-SULLIVAN:  Yes. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member must demonstrate that the question is linked to this appropriation vote. 

Mr BARRON-SULLIVAN:  In general terms the minister could relate it to the appropriation on page 1045 for 
the Small Business Development Corporation and the policy role spelt out further on in the documentation.  Is 
the minister prepared to commit some of those resources so that the Small Business Development Corporation 
can consider the Queensland package?  I am obviously asking for a favourable response for a similar package in 
Western Australia. 

Mr BROWN:  This Government moved prior to the Queensland Government in this area by providing a different 
form of assistance in a number of different ways.  First, we offered free one-for-one confidential guidance on 
working with small business.  Senior officers from the Small Business Development Corporation visited regional 
areas to provide advice to small business operators.  Secondly, in areas where difficulties are being encountered 
by small business operators, we offered access to professional assistance with a subsidy of up to $500 for 
accounting and/or business support.  That was to ensure that people could seek advice about how to deal with 
their difficult situations.  As the member would know, the last thing people want to do is pay for advice.  We 
have therefore operated a scheme under which there is access to professional assistance with a subsidy of up to 
$500 for accounting and business support in addition to a site visit to premises by a support specialist.   

We have moved in advance of and differently to Queensland.  However, rather than provide cash, we have 
provided direct support to business so that people can access that opportunity.  We have taken that service into 
drought-affected areas and we previously took it to Kalgoorlie-Boulder following the collapse of Centaur Mining 
and the knock-on effects of that collapse to the small business sector.  That service was well received by the 
small business community.  We have therefore made money available for that service.  It is not the Queensland 
package; it is a different package.  With due respect to our colleagues in Queensland, we believe the package we 
have provided is a good package because it seeks to provide proper business accounting support to assist 
businesses to assess their current position and consider ways of dealing with it. 

Mr BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I ask a supplementary question.  Did the minister cost an interest subsidy scheme? 

Mr BROWN:  No, we did not. 

Mrs MARTIN:  I refer to page 1048, dot point three relating to major achievements for 2000-01 and note that 
research was conducted on the impact of the goods and services tax on small business.  Can the minister tell me 
how the research will be used to assist small business with the GST? 
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The CHAIRMAN:  Before the member goes on, the time is now four o’clock.  Would the member like to pursue 
that question by way of a question on notice? 

Mrs MARTIN:  I would. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The member can take up that question directly herself.   

[4.00 pm] 
 


